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ABSTRACT 

  

The Government of Aceh holds the authority to implement halal investment and tourism 

policies as outlined in Article 25 of Qanun Number 8 of 2013 on Tourism, in conjunction 

with Article 165 of Law Number 11 of the Aceh Government, which allows for domestic 

and foreign investment in tourist attraction businesses. However, this authority has not 

been fully utilized, leading to a negative impact on poverty rates in Aceh. This article 

employs a normative juridical method, utilizing library research and collecting primary, 

secondary, and tertiary materials to analyze laws and regulations qualitatively. The 

current implementation of halal tourism and investment policies in Aceh has not 

effectively addressed poverty alleviation. Halal tourism is not solely market-driven but 

also community-driven. Challenges to the implementation of halal tourism include 

internal factors such as natural disasters, political instability, and institutional 

management issues, as well as external factors like Islamophobia and marketing 

perceptions. To address these challenges, the Government of Aceh should establish 

national and international cooperation programs and strategies to promote the potential 

of halal tourism. Additionally, a dedicated qanun related to halal investment and tourism 

should be developed to support these efforts. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Aceh is a provincial area which is a special legal community unit and is given 

special authority to regulate and manage its own government affairs and the interests of 

local communities in accordance with the laws and regulations in the system and 

principles of the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia (NKRI) based on the 

Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia 1945 (UUD NKRI 1945) led by a Governor as 
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stipulated in Article 1 point 2 Law Number 11 of 2006 concerning the Government of 

Aceh (UUPA).1 Aceh or also known as the Porch of Mecca Region famous for the 

implementation of Islamic Sharia is one of the five provinces that are Special Autonomy 

(Otsus), the administration is special and special as stipulated in Law Number 44 of 1999 

concerning the Implementation of the Privileges of the Aceh Special Region Province 

and UUPA. 2 

UUPA is a representation of the peace agreement between the Indonesian 

government and the Free Aceh Movement (GAM) which resulted in a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) in Finland on August 15, 2005. The results of the MoU were then 

compiled systematically and codified which contained the rights of the Aceh Government 

and special treatment of the Aceh region, especially in the management of government 

and Natural Resources (SDA) solely for regional welfare and development. 3The 

provision of special autonomy is inseparable from the historical character of the struggle 

of the Acehnese people who have high resilience and fighting power. It is hoped that 

being granted special autonomy rights can accelerate regional development, economy, 

Human Resources (HR), welfare, and alleviate poverty in Aceh based on the 

characteristics and culture of the local community side by side with Islamic law.4 

Islamic Sharia is a guideline in the government and life of the people of Aceh, one 

of which is theimplementation of halal tourism applying Islamic values in traveling while 

in Aceh by providing services, providing facilities, eating and beverages based on Islamic 

values. The implementation of halal tourism is obliged to provide facilities for places of 

worship in every tourist spot, these provisions are in line with the National Sharia Council 

of the Indonesian Ulema Council (DSN MUI) based on Fatwa Number: 108 / DSN-MUI 

/ X / 2016 concerning Guidelines for Tourism Implementation Based on Sharia 

Principles.  

Halal tourism is a tour that provides holidays in accordance with the needs and 

desires of mulim tourists while traveling in a country, region and / or other tourist 

 
1 M. Yakub Aiyub Kadir, “Peace Agreement between the Government of Indonesia and Free Aceh 

Movement : Its Natures and Challenges,” Indonesia Law Review 8, no. 2 (August 31, 2018): 168–89, 

https://doi.org/10.15742/ilrev.v8n2.487. 
2 Kadir. 
3 Kadir. 
4 Laurensius Arliman S, “Peran Investasi Dalam Kebijakan Pembangunan Ekonomi Bidang Pariwisata Di 

Provinsi Sumatera Barat,” Kanun Jurnal Ilmu Hukum 20, no. 2 (August 18, 2018): 273–94, 

https://doi.org/10.24815/kanun.v20i2.10081. 
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attractions that have tourist attractions to visit, of course, in the implementation of the 

tour based on Islamic law.5 

The concept of halal tourism is in line with the development of people's lifestyles 

that continue to advance and increase the number of Muslim population every year, 

certainly has a positive impact on the development of halal tourism.6 The increase in 

Muslims also increases the demand for Muslim needs, one of which is in the halal tourism 

sector is one of the Muslim lifestyles in traveling. 

The implementation of halal tourism is inseparable from the provisions of Article 3 

paragraph (2) of the Law on Aceh Sepcial Region, as states that the implementation of 

privileges in Aceh includes religion, customs, education and the role of scholars in 

determining regional policies. Of course, the administration is based on Islamic principles 

as stipulated in Article 20 of the UUPA. 

The above provisions are closely related to the establishment of Qanun Number 8 

of 2013 concerning Tourism (Qanun Kewisataan) where the implementation of Aceh 

tourism is based on faith and Islam, customs, culture and local wisdom as regulated in 

Article 2 letter a, previously also regulated in Article 3 paragraph (2) of the Tourism Law. 

This principle is a guideline for stakeholders in Aceh in carrying out tourism based 

on Islamic law, this is evidenced by the presence of the Civil Service Police Unit and 

Wilayatul Hisbah Aceh supervise Islamic law in tourist attractions, inns, cafes and other 

crowded places and supervise clothing behavior that is not in accordance with the 

provisions of Islamic law. Based on the norms and institutional structure of the Aceh 

Government, it indicates that the implementation of Islamic law in Aceh runs kaffah in 

organizing and developing halal tourism in accordance with specificity and privilege. 

Increasing the development of halal tourism requires as much investment as possible.7 

Regarding tourism investment at the regional level, Article 25 and Article 29 of the 

Juncto Tourism Law Article 25 of the Tourism Qanun provides space to the Government 

of Aceh in the management of tourism object businesses open to domestic investment and 

/ or foreign investment. Investment made by domestic investors and/or foreign investment 

 
5 Muh Sahli and Retnowadi WD Tuti, “Implementasi Kebijakan Pariwisata Halal Menuju Ekosistem 

Wisata Ramah Muslim,” Jurnal Kebijakan Publik 12, no. 2 (2021): 81–86, 

https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.31258/jkp.v12i2.7934. 
6 Faizul Abrori, Pariwisata Halal Dan Peningkatan Kesejahteraan (Malang : Literasi Nusantara , 2020). 
7 Abrori. 
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is the full authority of the Government of Aceh in terms of issuing tourism business 

licenses based on Article 26 of the Tourism Qanun. 

Regarding the license, it is then stated in Governor Regulation Number 32 of 2017 

concerning the Implementation of Licensing which is delegated to the Investment and 

One-Stop Integrated Services Agency (DPMPTSP) to provide licensing services, one of 

which is licensing services in the tourism sector. Investments that have been running in 

the halal tourism sector that have been seen in the hotel, resort, and culinary sectors all 

follow the provisions of Islamic law in force in Aceh.8 

The Aceh government needs to increase more halal tourism investment because 

there are still many halal tourism industries that need to be built in Aceh. Through 

investment,halal tourism has a major impact on regional welfare and development, 

especially reducing poverty in Aceh. Poverty is one of the major problems and has not 

been resolved by the government both at the regional and national levels. 

Based on the Central Statistics Agency (BPS), poverty data at the national level in 

Aceh is included in the top five highest poverty areas, and ranks first on the island of 

Sumatra with the number of poverty reaching 14.45% in March 2023. The poverty rate 

decreased to 14.75% but did not shift the position from the first rank in Sumatra. 

The poverty data is a fairly large number because the regions have abundant 

resources and the special autonomy administration system is expected to reduce poverty 

that occurs while in Aceh. The contribution of halal tourism investment in Aceh can 

improve the development and welfare of the surrounding community.  

The Aceh government has not maximized its authority to increase halal tourism 

investment to reduce poverty that occurs in the midst of society. In existing provisions, 

the Government of Aceh is given special authority to organize self-government for 

welfare in accordance with the values that live in the community, particularly the issue of  

halal tourism and investment policy  in Aceh province. 

 

 

 

 
8 Abdul Hakim and Gemala Dewi, “Capital Investment: A Case Study Of Aceh Province, Indonesia,” 

Kanun Jurnal Ilmu Hukum 24, no. 1 (April 1, 2021): 80–105, https://doi.org/10.24815/kanun.v24i1.26806. 
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RESEARCH METHOD 

The research used is normative juridical (library) by collecting primary, secondary, 

and tertiary legal materials, 9by reading all literature related to the problem through data 

sources and library data collection tools, journals, websites of related institutions, online 

libraries and other documents written related to research problems. The method of 

approach carried out is legislation and concepts that give birth to analytical descriptive 

studies.10
 From all these research materials, qualitative data analysis was then carried out 

which emphasized the analysis on the deductive and inductive inference processes. 

 

RESEARCH OUTCOME AND DISCUSSION 

1. Legal Regulation on Halal Tourism Investment in Aceh 

The State of Indonesia is a state of law as stipulated in Article 1 paragraph (3) of 

the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia.The rule of law is a concept of rule of 

law, state administration is based on law, every act of state administration must be based 

on applicable law.11 Law is the basis for the administration of government run by the 

government. 

In running the government in Indonesia is divided into levels, namely central and 

regional. The existence of regions is divided into several levels, namely Provinces and 

Regencies / Cities as stipulated in Article 18 paragraph (1) of the 1945 Constitution of 

the Republic of Indonesia states that "The Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia is 

divided into provincial areas and the provincial areas are divided into regencies and cities, 

each of which has a regional government, which is regulated by law". These regions are 

autonomous or merely administrative areas, all local government administrations are 

based on the provisions of the Law.12 

The purpose as a state of law is to order, enforce the law and limit power in the 

form of actions or other actions that are beyond the limits of the provisions of the power. 

 
9 Mukti Fajar and Yulianto Achmad, Dualisme Penelitian Hukum Normatif Dan Empiris (Yogyakarta: 

Pustaka Pelajar , 2010). 
10 Muhaimin, Metode Penelitian Hukum (Mataram : Mataram University Press, 2020). 
11 A. Ahsin Thohari, Hak Konstitusinal Dalam Hukum Tata Negara Indonesia (Jakarta: Erlangga, 2016). 
12 Abdul Kholiq Azhari and Abul Harris Suryo Negoro, Desentralisasi Dan Otonomi Daerah Di Negara 

Kesatuan Republik Indonesia (Malang : Intrans Publishing, 2019). 
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Therefore, everything is guided by the law to provide purpose, justice and law 

enforcement to provide legal certainty.13 

This provision is closely related to the implementation of halal tourism investment 

in Aceh. The implementation of halal tourism investment based on Article 18B paragraph 

(1) states that "the state recognizes and respects local government units of a special nature 

or nature regulated by law". 

Aceh in organizing its government based on the UUPA and D.I Aceh contains 

privileges and privileges that are not owned by other regions in Indonesia, then these 

provisions are also the basis for the formation of qanun and other technical 

implementation in the administration of government.  

Based on Article 2 paragraph (1) of the Law on D.I Aceh that the existing authority 

is to be developed and regulate the privileges owned by the Aceh region. in this case the 

implementation of halal tourism that contains Islamic values, it is regulated in Article 125 

paragraph (1) of the UUPA that Islamic sharia is implemented in Aceh including aqidah, 

shari'ah and morals".  

Halal tourism business is a concept that integrates sharia values into tourism 

activities by providing facilities and services in accordance with the provisions of Islamic 

sharia as stated in QS Al-Jatsiyah Verse: 18. 

  

نَ ٱلْْمَْرِ فَٱتَّبعِْهَا وَلََ تتََّبِعْ أهَْوَاءَٓ ٱلَّذِينَ لََ يَعْلمَُونَ  كَ عَلَىَٰ شَرِيعَةٍ م ِ  ثمَُّ جَعَلْنََٰ

"Then we make you above the sharia (rules) of the (religious) affairs, then follow the 

sharia and do not follow the passions of those who do not know".  

In Islam, the Quran and hadith are the guidelines for Muslim life in everyday life, 

including the enforcement of Islamic law. These provisions are the basis for the 

Government of Aceh to implement halal tourism and apply the principle of lex specialis 

in its implementation. Halal tourism in Aceh does not yet have a specific regulation, but 

in its implementation it has run in accordance with existing regulations and set by the 

Government of Aceh. 

Related to investment in tourism, Article 165 paragraph (2) of the UUPA states that 

the Government of Aceh and the Regency / City Government in accordance with their 

 
13 Budiono Kusumohamidjojo, Teori Hukum Dilema Antara Hukum Dan Kekuasaan, ed. Taufan Harimurti, 

2nd ed. (Bandung : Yrama Widya, 2019). 
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authority, can attract foreign tourists and provide permits related to investment in the form 

of domestic investment, foreign investment, export and import. 

The above provisions are the rights and authorities to the Government of Aceh in 

granting permits in Aceh to invest, especially in the tourism sector based on Islamic law. 

The halal tourism sector investment business aims to increase economic growth, welfare, 

eradicate poverty, overcome unemployment, preserve nature, the environment and 

resources, and promote culture as stipulated in Article 4 of Law Number 10 of 2009 

concerning Tourism (Tourism Law).  

Investors who invest in Aceh are obliged to maintain and respect religious norms, 

customs, culture and values that live in the community as expressly stated in Article 25 

paragraph (1) of the Tourism Law. 

Basically, these laws and regulations provide legal certainty for their 

implementation, because the civil law system is a concept of governance of legal sources 

from the codification of written law.14 As a state of law, of course in its implementation 

based on applicable laws and regulations. Therefore, UUPA as the main basis for 

governance, technical regulations at the lower level are needed in the form of qanun. 

Where the implementation of tourism in Aceh is regulated in Qanun Number 8 of 

2013 concerning Tourism (Qanun Kewisataan) is a written regulation at the regional level 

and has its own position in laws and regulations as stipulated in Article 7 paragraph (1) 

of Law Number 12 of 2011 concerning the Establishment of Laws and Regulations (Law 

P3U). 

The existence of law is part of the process of policy direction taken and carried out 

by the government, and the variety of legal policies affects the assessment process of the 

desired achievement results, and causes debate in its preparation, but the debate looks at 

the content of the material, the above provisions must not conflict with the provisions 

below (hierarchy), debate and legal hierarchy solely to produce a concrete regulation.15 

The establishment of the Tourism Qanun provides legal certainty to the central 

government that Aceh is an Islamic sharia area with special autonomy authority that has 

created its own policies that contain local wisdom and Islamic sharia values including 

 
14 Praise Juinta W.S Siregar, “Perbandingan Sistem Hukum Civil Law Dan Common Law Dalam 

Penerapan Yurisprudensi Ditinjau Dari Politik Hukum,” "Dharmasisya” Jurnal Program Magister Hukum FHUI 2, 

no. 37 (2022): 1–12, https://scholarhub.ui.ac.id/dharmasisya/vol2/iss2/37/. 
15 Winengan, Politisasi Kebijakan Pengembangan Kawasan Pariwisata Relasi Kekuasaan Aktor Politik 

Lokal (Mataram: Sanabil, 2019). 
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granting investment permits in Aceh in accordance with the authority and power 

possessed based on applicable regulations, this is part of legal certainty. 

This legislation is the authority of the Government of Aceh to invest in the halal 

tourism sector based on Islamic values, the authority of attribution needs to be developed 

thoroughly where halal tourism investment is growing rapidly and sustainably. 

2. Implementation of Special Autonomy for Halal Tourism Investment 

The phrase autonomy comes from the Greek "auto" means own and "nomous" 

means law or regulation, the nature of autonomy is more to self-government or can be 

said to be living conditions under one's own laws.16 The nature of autonomy applies 

generally to all regions of Indonesia, while for special autonomy (Otsus) in Aceh 

regulates more concretely related powers or authorities that are not owned by other 

regions. 

Aceh with its special autonomy government system gives its own color in the 

government of the Republic of Indonesia and specifically at the regional level, authority 

at the regional level is specifically and preferentially given to the Government of Aceh. 

Because the function of power is placed to run the government. The government structure 

is arranged vertically and horizontally by distributing the functions of power based on 

their respective authorities where the integrated power system is based on constitutional 

principles.17 

The special autonomy system can answer the challenges of governance in the 

regions to meet regional aspirations and needs, especially in organizing government and 

managing resources owned for regional progress. 

In essence, the implementation of autonomous government is the authority of 

regions to carry out public services by considering the order of cultural life, customs, 

beliefs and other considerations that affect legal policies carried out by the government. 

The provision of special autonomy to Aceh Province has three major objectives to 

improve regional development, including: First, the Government of Aceh has an 

obligation to improve the quality of life of the community. Second, develop existing 

Natural Resources, and. Third, to accelerate the realization of regional development and 

 
16 Juniarso Ridwan and Achmad Sodik Sudrajat, Hukum Administrasi Negara Dan Kebijakan Layanan 

Publik (Bandung : Nuansa Cendekia, 2020). 
17 Asshiddiqie. Jimly, Teori Hierarki Norma Hukum (Jakarta: Konstitusi Press, 2020). 
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alleviate poverty.18 Third, the objectives of the special autonomy system given to the 

Government of Aceh can be carried out with the nature of specificity and privilege that 

lives and develops in the community.  

In line with the objectives of special autonomy above, the Government of Aceh 

through its authority regulates and manages its own regions to improve the development 

and welfare of Islamic-based communities with the final result of reducing poverty. 

Currently, poverty in Aceh has dropped to 14.45% based on BPS data, which has a 

positive impact. 

Based on searches in Bappeda Aceh and BPS Aceh that the big role in reducing 

poverty is in the agricultural sector, but the role of halal investment and tourism also has 

an important role, the contribution of halal tourism below 1.0% is included in other 

income categories. Tourism has various types of businesses, it is hoped that with the 

authority of the current Aceh government can develop halal tourism and contribute to the 

largest area and have a major influence on poverty reduction.  

In Islam has its own view of tourism, where Muslims to reflect and remember the 

power and creation of Allah SWT. Then the reflection becomes wisdom in the lives of 

Muslims both in the past and / or in the future so that we are closer to Allah SWT. 

Therefore, the creation of this universe is to be utilized for positive activities based on the 

values of Islamic law, according to the word of Allah SWT Q.S Al-Mulk Verse: 15. 

  

زْقِهۦِ ۖ وَإِليَْهِ ٱلنُّشُورُ   هوَُ ٱلَّذِى جَعَلَ لكَُمُ ٱلْْرَْضَ ذلَوُلَا فَٱمْشُوا۟ فِى مَنَاكِبِهَا وَكُلوُا۟ مِن ر ِ

It means: "It is He who makes the earth easy for you, so walk in all directions and eat 

some of its sustenance, and only to him are you (returning after) being resurrected". 

In addition to Q.S Al Mulk there is also in Q.S Ali Imran who ordered or encouraged 

to travel (tour) one place to another (the face of the earth) to be able to take life lessons, 

following the words of Allah SWT Q.S Ali 'Imran Verse: 137. 

بيِنَ  قِبَةُ ٱلْمُكَذ ِ  قَدْ خَلتَْ مِن قبَْلِكُمْ سُنَنٌ فسَِيرُوا۟ فِى ٱلْْرَْضِ فَٱنظُرُوا۟ كَيْفَ كَانَ عََٰ

 
18 Budiyono, Muhtadi, and Ade Arif Firmansyah, “Dekonstruksi Pemerintahan Konkuren Dalam Undang-

Undang Pemerintahan Daerah,” Kanun Jurnal Ilmu Hukum 17, no. 3 (2015): 419–32, 

https://jurnal.usk.ac.id/kanun/article/view/6077. 
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It means: "Verily it has passed before you the sunnahs of Allah; Therefore walk ye 

on the earth and see how the consequences of those who lie (apostles)". 

Two pieces of Qur'anic verses can be classified as commandments and prohibitions 

for Muslims in this world, from these conclusions also get an explanation that tourism is 

not just spending time having fun or the like looking for happiness. However, tourism has 

its own meaning as contained in Q.S Al-Mulk and Q.S Ali Imran which contain values, 

rules and life lessons in it which are creations and greatness of Allah SWT.  

The pieces of Q.S Al-Mulk and Q.S Ali Imran,show the Aceh Government to 

establish halal tourism and become the identity of the Acehnese people as an Islamic 

region. Theconcept of halal tourism is part of the commitment to implement Islamic law 

in Aceh which is associated with community culture. 

  Tourism can be classified into three types as referred to in Article 11 paragraph 

(1) Qanun Kepariwisata states that namely tourism service businesses, exploitation of 

tourist objects and attractions, and tourism facilities businesses, but these provisions 

provide greater space to the Government of Aceh as mentioned in paragraph (2) that the 

Government of Aceh has the authority to determine other tourism businesses. This 

provision provides large space for the government to develop in other sectors either 

managed alone or through investment imported from within and outside the country. 

Compiled from the official website of the Aceh Culture and Tourism Office and 

various official media of the Indonesian Ministry of Tourism, it appears that Aceh has 

received awards both at national and international levels, as evidenced by the Minister of 

Tourism and Creative Economy giving awards to Aceh as the best Muslim Tourism 

Friendly Cultural destination. Meanwhile, the capital city of Banda Aceh received the 

World Islamic Tourism 2014 award, and in2016 Aceh again received an award on halal 

tourism as the World's Best Airport for Halal Travellers and World's Best Halal Cultural 

Destination from the World Halal Tourism Award. 

The special autonomy system provides for the Government of Aceh to form a qanun 

to administer the government. Thus, the Aceh Qanun is part of the primary source of law, 

where the qanuns regulate and contain technical matters related to the implementation of 

the Aceh Government including in the implementation of tourism regulated in the 

Tourism Qanun which contains general provisions, objectives, authorities and other 
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things that are considered important to be carried out and implemented by the community, 

tourists, entrepreneurs and the Government of Aceh, especially as government 

organizers.19 

The special autonomy status provides comprehensive measures and provides legal 

certainty to Aceh in the government[,20because all actions to create and/or encourage an 

investment climate, to encourage the development of halal tourism through large 

investments must be carried out by authorized institutions and orders from regulatory 

provisions legislation.  

The fact is that special autonomy grants open space for the Government of Aceh to 

increase the acceleration of regional development and alleviate poverty. The correlation 

with halal tourism investment is very close to the substance content in the UUPA given 

to the Government of Aceh to be able to implement these provisions in increasing 

investment as much as possible in the halal tourism industry. 

The implementation of halal tourism investment runs in accordance with the 

applicable qanun provisions, of course, supervision and guidance are needed by the 

government. Therefore, the presence of the Civil Service Police Unit and Wilayatul 

Hisbah in Aceh has an important role in the implementation of qanuns and the 

implementation of Islamic halal tourism. Then, guidance by the Government of Aceh to 

entrepreneurs who invest in Aceh carry out obligations in qanun and respect the culture 

prevailing in the community.  

3. Development of Halal Tourism Investment in Aceh Province 

Halal tourism has experienced rapid development, especially Muslim tourists who 

continue to show significant development in recent years. Indonesia is the largest Muslim 

population country in the world, this number of Muslim population is a positive value for 

Aceh to continue to increase halal tourism and become an investment place.  

Various policies have been given and issued by the government so that the regions 

become investment destinations such as providing incentives, investment periods, ease of 

 
19 Muhammad Ya’kub Aiyub Kadir and Alexander Murray, “Resource Nationalism in the Law and Policies 

of Indonesia: A Contest of State, Foreign Investors, and Indigenous Peoples,” Asian Journal of International Law 9, 

no. 2 (July 21, 2019): 298–333, https://doi.org/10.1017/S204425131900002X. 
20 Serlika Aprita and Rio Adhitya, Filsafat Hukum (Depok : Rajawali Pers, 2020). 
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licensing, light costs and various other policies to increase and encourage investment 

activities.21 

The Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) defines halal tourism as Islamic 

Tourism (Islam and tourism). This definition is based on the Qur'an Surah Al-'Ankabut 

Verse: 20, which encourages humans to travel on earth to take lessons from Allah's 

creation and take His mercy. Islamic Tourism is defined as a tourist trip that provides 

services and facilities to Muslim tourists in accordance with the rules.22 

The concept of halal tourism is certainly very closely related to Islam and halal 

brands that reflect the identity and image of all Muslims.23 Themeaning of halal tourism 

refers to the provision of tourism products and services that are in accordance with the 

needs of Muslim tourists to facilitate the need for worship and food in accordance with 

the provisions of Islamic religious teachings, because it is the main basis for 

implementing the concept of halal tourism from all tourist activities from transportation, 

services, lodging (hotels), finance (banking), economy, and all those that It is required to 

have sharia or halal license. Therefore, investors must follow these provisions, must not 

violate the provisions of the regulations that have been set. 

Based on Article 2 letter a Qanun Tourism encourages all stakeholders including 

potential investors and entrepreneurs who have invested to carry out tourism activities 

based on the principles of imams and Islam. Because the purpose of halal tourism is to 

improve the quality of tourist objects and attractions, raise the Islamic historical and 

cultural values of Aceh as a tourist attraction, expand employment and equalize business 

opportunities, and increase income towards the welfare and prosperity of the people based 

on Article 4 of Law No 10 Th 2009 juncto Article 3 Qanun No 8 Th 2013. 

Then in Article 8 paragraph (2) letter c and d Qanun Tourism states that 

"development of tourism service business, and development of tourism facilities 

business". Indirectly, the involvement of investors in halal tourism greatly determines the 

development and development of halal tourism, of course, carried out by taking into 

 
21 Muhammad Insa Ansari and Adi Hermansyah, “Dukungan Infrastruktur Hukum Dalam Pengembangan 

Green Investment Di Provinsi Aceh,” Kanun Jurnal Ilmu Hukum 17, no. 1 (2015): 83–103, 

https://jurnal.usk.ac.id/kanun/article/view/6054. 
22 Heni Noviarita, Muhammad Kurniawan, and Gustika Nurmalia, “Analisis Halal Tourism Dalam 

Meningkatkan Laju Pertumbuhan Ekonomi Di Provinsi Lampung,” Jurnal Ilmiah Ekonomi Islam 7, no. 1 (March 8, 

2021): 302, https://doi.org/10.29040/jiei.v7i1.1574. 
23 Adrian Franklin, “Art Tourism: A New Field for Tourist Studies,” Tourist Studies 18, no. 4 (December 

12, 2018): 399–416, https://doi.org/10.1177/1468797618815025. 
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account the potential and resources owned by both natural resources, human resources 

and Islamic historical, cultural and local wisdom values.24 

The Aceh government is making various efforts to increase tourists to Aceh by 

making various events in 2023 national and local standards to attract the attention of 

tourists and investors. The event is in the form of culture, culinary, remembrance, Aceh 

power week, commemorating tsunami day, sabang merien and others as contained in the 

calendar of the Aceh Culture and Tourism Office in 2023. 

Basically, the authority emphasizes what has resulted from the function of a job or 

what has been carried out.25 To determine the success of the Government of Aceh's 

program in achieving its objectives.26 The importance of the Government of Aceh has 

been carried out many programs, but more efforts are needed to increase investment in 

halal tourism in Aceh and cooperation at the national and global levels. 

Efforts have been made in 2023 to be carried out continuously in the following 

years, by improving other strategies to increase Muslim and non-Muslim tourists, and 

bringing investors to Aceh so as to have a major impact on the development and decline 

of poverty in Aceh. 

Poverty reduction does not occur by itself, but it needs programs and strategies of 

the Government of Aceh through investments built in the Aceh region evenly and 

sustainably. The presence of investment creates development, welfare, and others so that 

there is a periodic reduction in poverty. But what is happening today, investment still has 

not experienced significant development in the tourism sector. 

Based on the DPMPTSP Aceh Report 2022/2023, investment in Aceh has come 

from various types, most dominated by investment in the Basic Metal, Metal Goods 

industries, then followed by the Housing, Industrial and Office Estates and mining sectors 

which grew by 11.6%. The hope of increased investment comes from the halal tourism 

sector for the future, because the provisions of regulations and the authority of the 

Government of Aceh have been formed. 27 

 
24 Dina Luqyana and Azhari Yahya, “Legal Certainty Of Land Title In Facilitating Foreign Direct 

Investment In Aceh Province, Indonesia,” Student Journal of International Law 1, no. 1 (September 10, 2021): 48–

55, https://doi.org/10.24815/sjil.v1i1.18076. 
25 Maria Ekowati, “Pemanfaatan Dana Otonomi Khusus Dalam Mendukung Kinerja Pemerintah Di 

Provinsi Aceh,” Jurnal Media Birokrasi 2, no. 1 (2020): 21–46, https://ejournal.ipdn.ac.id/JMB/article/view/2288. 
26 Ekowati. 
27 Syarifah Taskia Az-zahra and Azhari Yahya, “Protection Of Foreign Direct Investment In Relation To 

The Application Of Fair And Equitable Treatment Principle In Indonesia,” Student Journal of International Law 2, 

no. 2 (2022): 165–74, https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.24815/sjil.v2i2.23671. 
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This success is not only to provide income to the region, but also to have an impact 

on poverty alleviation in Aceh through halal tourism investment because it is directly felt 

by the community around the tourist site. Support from Indigenous peoples is very 

important, because through these Indigenous peoples halal tourism runs well.  

These customs and cultures are closely related to halal tourism investment, where 

every investment pays attention to the culture and customs that live in the community, 

with the presence of Qanun Number 9 of 2008 concerning the Development of Customary 

Life and Customs, and Qanun Number 10 of 2008 concerning Customary Institutions that 

regulate the lives of the Acehnese people from the past until now giving birth to cultural 

values, customary norms and rules that are in line with Islamic Shari'a. 28 

 

CONCLUSION 

The implementation of Halal Tourism and Investment Policy in Aceh Province 

falls under the jurisdiction of the Government of Aceh, a special autonomous region in 

Indonesia, in accordance with Law Number 44 of 1999 and Law Number 11 of 2006. 

These laws grant investment authority as outlined in Article 7 paragraph (2) and Article 

165 paragraph (2) of the UUPA, and regulate Islamic Sharia in the tourism sector as per 

Article 3 paragraph (2) of the Aceh Special Region. Halal tourism serves as an economic 

boost and poverty alleviation strategy, leveraging Aceh's predominantly Muslim 

population, adherence to Islamic principles, scenic landscapes, rich culture, and historical 

significance. However, challenges such as limited public understanding of halal concepts, 

geographical constraints, inadequate infrastructure, natural disasters, political instability 

risks, and institutional management issues hinder its progress. Additionally, 

misconceptions about Islam (Islamophobia) and international marketing complexities 

pose obstacles to practicing halal tourism. The Government of Aceh should establish a 

specific qanun governing halal investment and tourism procedures for legal clarity, 

implement diverse programs and strategies for international and national halal tourism 

investments, promote Aceh's halal tourism potential globally, and establish a platform for 

collaboration in halal tourism investments. 

 

 
28 Kadir and Murray, “Resource Nationalism in the Law and Policies of Indonesia: A Contest of State, 

Foreign Investors, and Indigenous Peoples.” 
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