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Abstract: 

Local tourism is an economic factor that can be developed as a source of regional 
income, especially for local communities. The aim of this research is to 1) find out 
whether the number of tourist visits has an effect on national income, and 2) find out 
whether the length of stay of tourists has an effect on national income. 3) Find out 
whether the number of trips affects a person's income. The data used in this research 
is qualitative data obtained from interviews with respondents. This data was 
recorded to compare each opinion with the information provided by respondents 
related to the research questions. The results of this research show that the number 
of tourist trips is related to the income of the surrounding community, SME owners, 
as well as length of stay and number of tours, and in general Puncak Tourism Park 
has been successful. in moving and influencing the economy. We encourage the 
development of local communities through recruitment and creating business 
opportunities. BerdLocal tourism is an economic factor that can be developed as a 
source of regional income, especially for local communities. The aim of this research 
is to 1) find out whether the number of tourist visits has an effect on national income, 
and 2) find out whether the length of stay of tourists has an effect on national income. 
3) Find out whether the number of trips affects a person's income. The data used in 
this research is qualitative data obtained from interviews with respondents. This 
data was recorded to compare each opinion with the information provided by 
respondents related to the research questions. The results of this research show that 
the number of tourist trips is related to the income of the surrounding community, 
SME owners, as well as length of stay and number of tours, and in general Puncak 
Tourism Park has been successful. in moving and influencing the economy. We 
encourage the development of local communities through recruitment and creating 
business opportunities. Based on research findings that the Unchak Tourist Park 
plays an important role in the economic recovery of the surrounding community, the 
government should pay more attention to the development of tourism in the 
Sydenleng Lapang area in the future. is important in the economic recovery of the 
surrounding community, so the government should pay more attention to the 
development of tourism in the Baamang area in the future.  
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Introduction  

          The benefits of a tourism object are explained by Satria (2018) that tourism 

businesses are activities aimed at providing tourism services, providing or operating 

tourist objects and attractions, tourism facilities businesses, and other businesses in this 

field, and as previously explained, tourism is also is one source of Regional Original 

Income (PAD). Yudananto et al (2012) explain that the role of tourism in the economy can 

be in the form of creating or increasing jobs and employment opportunities for the 

community around the environment where the industry is established, such as in 

accommodation businesses, restaurants, tour guides, artists, travel agencies and other 

services. Development in the tourism sector is expected to provide benefits to society, 

because the tourism sector is one of the development sectors in the economic sector, 

tourism activities are also one of the non-oil and gas sectors that can make a significant 

contribution to the economy. 

In several studies it is explained how a tourism object can play a role in the 

economy, one of which is research by Anisa & Riswandi (2015) with the research title 

"Lampuk Beach and its Impact on the Community's Economy" finding results which state 

that the existence of the Lampuuk Beach tourist attraction has an impact. which is very 

significant for business actors around them, this impact is described as a good impact, this 

impact is an impact on the level of income, education and health of business actors, with 

increasing income the consumption of business actors also changes, both food and non-

food consumption, including the ability to finance family members' education and 

consumption to maintain health, this consumption will have a positive impact which can 

also boost regional GDP. Other results obtained from Soewarni, et al (2019) with the 

research title "The Impact of Tourism Development on the Community Economy in 

Tulungrejo Village, Bumiaji District, Batu City", found that with the increase in the 

number of visitors to tourist attractions in Tulungrejo Village, it will have an impact and 

positive influence on the surrounding community, especially business actors or MSME 

owners, it was even explained that Punten Village benefits from tourism objects in 

Tulungrejo Village. 

The two studies above provide an illustration that tourism objects can provide 

many benefits, in fact these benefits are not only obtained by the management of the 

tourism object but also for business actors and MSME owners around the tourism object, 

with all these benefits it is explained that people's income increases which then it can 

increase public consumption, which will then support economic growth or increase the 

level of GRDP. Based on all previous research and various theories regarding how tourism 

can support the economy, "The Impact of the Development of the Nur Mentaya Tunnel 

Tourist Attraction on the Income of the Surrounding Community" was raised. With the 

aim of finding out how the Nur Cahaya tunnel tourist attraction can support the economy 

of the Baamang community.  

 

             Methods 

            This research was carried out in Baamang Sampit Village, East Kotawaringin 

Regency, starting from February to May 2024. Data collection techniques were by means 

of interviews in the Nur Mentaya Tunnel tourist area, data was obtained from respondents 

who were permanent employees and auxiliary employees as well as the surrounding 

community, Other data was obtained via the internet and other sources to support this 

research. The data used in this research is qualitative data obtained from respondents by 

conducting interviews. The data is then processed through data tabulation to see the 
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comparison of each opinion and information provided by respondents related to the 

research problem. The data analysis technique used in this research is descriptive analysis, 

where the aim of this analysis is to systematically, factually and accurately describe the 

facts and relationships between the phenomena being investigated. This research was 

carried out after the data needed in this research was collected. The data sought is data 

regarding the income and consumption of the surrounding community and how the Nur 

Mentaya Tunnel tourist attraction can influence these two things and also economic 

growth in Baamang Village. 

              

             Results  

Sampit City, as the capital of East Kotawaringin Regency, has tourist attractions that 

are quite busy with visits from foreign tourists and the surrounding community. Every 

year tourist visits are increasing from data obtained in 2017, only around 200 visits and 

increasing in 2018, reaching approximately 1,991 visits. The face of Sampit City, East 

Kotawaringin Regency, Central Kalimantan, at night, suddenly changed when Saturday 

(10-12) evening the public road lighting on Jalan Tjilik Riwut was turned on 

simultaneously. The area that was previously quite dark and quiet suddenly became 

brighter. The new tourist attraction that will be built in 2022 is the Nur Mentaya Tunnel 

in the form of decorative lights on the left and right sides that curve into the middle of the 

road like a tunnel during the day and at night which makes the city of Sampit even more 

beautiful, attracting tourists from outside the area where it is located. on Jalan Tjilik Riwut 

and the Adipura roundabout which crosses the Tjilik Riwut roundabout to the Sampit gate 

in front of the 29 November Sampit stadium. The area, which was later named the Nur 

Mentaya Tunnel, changed drastically and became a new tourist spot that the people of this 

area were proud of. It was named the Nur Mentaya Tunnel because at night the decorative 

lights that curve from both sides to the middle of the road look like they form a tunnel of 

light.  

The name Nur is taken from Arabic which means light, while Mentaya is the motto 

of East Kotawaringin which is taken from the acronym Attractive, Orderly, Safe and 

Cultured. There are 172 decorative light poles in a 3 kilometer area stretching from the 

Adipura Roundabout on Jalan Samekto to the 29 November Stadium on Jalan Tjilik 

Riwut. The Nur Mentaya Tunnel tourist attraction is never empty. On Saturday night or 

Sunday night, the area is quite busy with visitors, and the traffic even starts to jam because 

many residents' vehicles are relaxing and enjoying the atmosphere in the area. Based on 

the data obtained, the monthly income of permanent employees is Rp. 2,450,000, 

Saturday-Sunday employees Rp. 1,700,000, employees help Rp. 1,100,000 and UMKM 

(street vendors, culinary businesses) Rp. 3000,000 (approximately), the ones who benefit 

most from the number of visits, length of stay and the addition of rides are the surrounding 

community who are MSMEs, therefore because their income fluctuates but the 

information provided states that their average income is approximately IDR 3,000,000 

per month. The tourism sector is one sector that has the potential to be a source of foreign 

exchange earnings, and can encourage national economic growth, especially in reducing 

the number of unemployed and increasing a country's productivity (Yakup, 2019), the 

tourism sector also has an important role in encouraging the growth of other sectors , with 

the existence of a tourist attraction, all sectors around it have the potential to grow, in a 

real scenario if a tourist visits and requires various food and clothing needs then of course 

this is where MSMEs play a role, and if a tourist then chooses to stay overnight for a longer 

tourist visit, then hotels will benefit from this need. The Dieng tourist area is Rp. 
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718,275,000 increased in 2013 to Rp. 876,915,000 and increased drastically in 2014 to Rp. 

992,028,000, which means that this tourist attraction supports the regional economy 

through local original income (PAD). 

The researcher also explained that with the existence of the Dieng tourist area, the 

local community took advantage of this opportunity by setting up businesses around the 

tourist attraction, where the form of business established included buying and selling 

goods and services, which were always needed by visitors. In the case of the Puncak tourist 

park, the same effect was also felt by the surrounding community, the indication that they 

felt was that most of them had a positive impact on their income, some of the local people 

provided information or responses stating that with or since the establishment of the 

Puncak tourist park there had been significant changes. with their economic conditions, 

one of the responses given was that the Puncak tourist park was able to provide additional 

wages or additional income both directly and indirectly to the surrounding community. 

Directly, this is for those who are permanent employees or auxiliary employees at the 

Puncak Tourist Park tourist attraction, while indirectly, this is due to tourist visits which 

also bring profits to those who sell or provide various basic goods and services, some of 

the respondents admitted that With the Puncak Tourism Park, they can now live 

independently and reduce the burden on their families. 

Apart from that, several others said that they felt very helpful because they did not 

need a high level or level of education to be able to work at this tourist attraction, as well 

as to set up a business, for those who only graduated from elementary school, middle 

school and high school, of course this standardization is real help. And don't forget, as 

explained above, with the existence of the Puncak tourist park, local communities who 

previously only relied on livelihoods as farmers, livestock breeders and those who were 

unemployed and did not earn income such as housewives, now have additional income, 

and open up opportunities for the surrounding community. to continue to develop their 

businesses. A tourist attraction will certainly not operate without external factors, where 

the external factor here is visitors, as in Irhamna's (2017) research, the number of visitors 

to the Dieng tourist area will certainly influence how much the tourist area will have an 

impact on original income. regions through retribution. Puncak tourist park, like other 

tourist objects or areas, also experiences visits whose value cannot be predicted and 

sometimes fluctuates every year, thus the impact of tourist visits is a significant factor both 

for Puncak tourist park itself and for the community. around. 

The results obtained from this research are the information provided by the 

respondents, some of the permanent employees think that the number of tourist visits 

does not have much influence or even has no effect at all, this is because the salaries of the 

permanent employees have been determined and even with more tourist visits it will not 

affect their salaries, but some permanent employees stated that with the longer the 

number of tourists visiting continuously, they will get bonuses for their overtime work. On 

the other hand, auxiliary employees and daily employees who work on weekends, say that 

with longer tourist visits and an increasing number of tourist visits, of course this opens 

up opportunities for them to get more profits, apart from the services they will use, They 

will also get lots of bonuses from the number of visits and the length of time their services 

are used to help with services and various things needed by visitors. And for MSMEs or 

local communities, they stated that the longer and more tourist visits the more profits they 

will bring, apart from selling the products they sell, restaurant and food stall owners also 

stated that some of the visitors often use their catering services.  Indications point to the 

picture that with the existence of the Nur Mentaya Tunnel tourist attraction which is busy 
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with visitors, the welfare of the surrounding community has also increased, in several 

studies a similar situation can also be found, one of which is the research of Suastika & 

Yasa (2017) this research makes Bali a The discussion, in his research, explains that the 

high number of tourist visits will affect income work, and open business opportunities for 

the surrounding community, in terms of social conditions, the Nur Mentaya Tunnel tourist 

attraction is able to provide motivation to. 

 

Conclusion 

The results of the research have provided many explanations ranging from the 

benefits provided by the Nur Mentaya Tunnel tourist attraction, to its contribution to 

Baamang Village. Based on the research results, results were found which stated that the 

community was greatly helped by the existence of the Nur Mentaya Tunnel tourist 

attraction. This assistance was the recorded employment. The management consists of 18 

permanent employees and approximately 70 additional employees who are needed from 

time to time. This finding is in accordance with the statement expressed by Bagdja, et al 

(Cahaya, 2020) explaining that tourism development has an important role in increasing 

labor absorption, encouraging equal business opportunities, encouraging equal national 

development, and contributing to the country's foreign exchange earnings, in the same 

research Feriyanto also explained that the final effect, namely contributing to state 

revenue, could be achieved with the presence of labor. It was explained that the absorption 

of labor would make a significant difference in the level of productivity and contribution 

to national income. Meanwhile, another contribution is opening up business 

opportunities, business opportunities that come from the increasing number of visitors, 

initially the local community only relied on farming and livestock as a source of income, 

compared to after the establishment of the Puncak tourist park, people began to have the 

courage to start doing business, several forms of business community by setting up grocery 

stores, food stalls and restaurants, and various services that visitors may need. Some 

people also prefer to continue their profession as farmers, but also become employees to 

help increase their income. 

The role of a tourist attraction in developing MSMEs is often found in various 

studies, one of which is the research of Destriana & Harahap (2020) in their research 

discussing the impact of the Islamic center tourist attraction in the development of SMEs 

in the Pangaraian sandbank embankment, the findings of this research state that the 

existence of the tourist attraction This has an influence on the development of SMEs, but 

researchers suggest several things so that tourist visits can continue to increase. Since the 

inauguration of the Nur Mentaya Tunnel tourist attraction, visitors have continued to 

increase every day, especially on Saturdays and Sundays. The Nur Mentaya Tunnel area is 

able to trigger community economic activities. People can open various businesses on the 

side of the road so they can get economic benefits. This area can also be used as a car free 

day location to stimulate tourism and the MSME sector. The facts on the ground, although 

they need to be evaluated periodically, are that the impact of the Nur Mentaya Tunnel 

tourist attraction on the community's economy is starting to become visible. Now dozens 

of residents have opened culinary and other businesses along the Nur Mentaya Tunnel 

route.There are those who sell food, drinks, toys, credit, street food and other services. 

They use the roads and sidewalks to serve shopping visitors. The impact includes the 

tourism sector, which requires all people who are directly connected to the Nur Mentaya 

Tunnel tourist attraction to seek income through other professions. It should be noted that 

the existence of the Nur Cahaya Tunnel tourist attraction has contributed a lot to the 
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economy of the community around Baamang Village, by absorbing labor, opening up 

business opportunities, and encouraging people to be creative and innovative in utilizing 

the existence of the Nur Cahaya tourist attraction as a source of income, based on 

information from the Respondents consisting of permanent employees, auxiliary 

employees and the local community, stated that their economic welfare had increased 

since the establishment of the Nur Cahaya Tunnel tourist attraction. This light-filled 

tunnel is part of the regional government's concrete efforts to revive the tourism sector 

and the people's economy. The tunnel lights now not only spread joy to residents, but are 

also starting to illuminate the future of business people. 

  

Suggestion  

Looking at the impact provided by the number of tourist visits and the number of 

facilities (vehicles) as well as the length of stay of tourists, respondents who are permanent 

employees do not really feel the effects or benefits provided, but the direct benefits that 

are successfully provided are felt by auxiliary employees, because of the large number of 

visitors. and a longer stay time, of course the peak tourist park requires more energy. The 

benefits are not directly felt by the surrounding community in the form of business 

opportunities, with the presence of tourists consumption activities can occur, the local 

community which is an SME actor certainly benefits from tourist visits. 
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